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requirements of household consumption had to be placed at the
disposal of the wine trade before September 15, 1941- Wines
not sold by September i will become the property of the Supplies
Department. By virtue of the same law the distillation of wines
for the preparation of potable alcohol except cognac was prohibited
until September 30.
We should note also that from January i, 1941, the cultivation
of vines by themselves is practically prohibited: "Every holding
of five hectares, or that produces more than 500 hectolitres of
wine, must include at least one-tenth of other crops."
A law published on August 19, 1941, prohibited purchases sur
souche before the vintage. Firms which had bought in this way
for at least three years are nevertheless permitted to purchase
must or grapes up to one-half of their usual quantities.
With regard to the wines of Champagne, we should call attention
to the creation in November 1940 of an Allocation Office, and,
by a law published on April 16, 1941, a National Joint Committee
for the Wines of Champagne. This body, which has the control
of production and allocation, is constituted on the same model as
that in charge of horses and mules (see below, paragraph (4)).
3. DAIRY PRODUCE
The catastrophic fall in milk production which is added to the
stoppage of imports was brought about by the reduction in the
number of cows, the difficulty of collection through shortage of
petrol, and foot-and-mouth disease (Statement by the Secretary of
State for Agriculture, October n, 1940).
The charter of the dairy industry is the law of July 27, 1940,
modified by the law of December 31, 1940, and by a law published
on June 7, 1941, and supplemented by the five regulations annexed
to the decree of August 26, 1940. Various decrees published
on November 22 and 29, 1940, March 30 and April 26, 1941,
put the finishing touches to the scheme.
The whole of the milk production was placed under the control
of a Joint Central Committee of Milk-Producers, the members of
which, as well as its Executive Committee/ are appointed by an
order of the Secretary of State for Agriculture. A Government
Commissary represents the State on the Committee. The Com-
mittee has a delegate-general in each dipartement of the country.
In each ttipartement a Departmental Administrative Committee,
the members of which are similarly appointed by a ministerial
order, controls the whole of the production and allocation within
its district. All decisions of the Committee or of its President,
who has managerial powers, must be confirmed by a prefect's